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Army, controlled by an alien government. I cannot spl
them. Soldiers have come to me stealthily, and have been
even of speaking to rne, because they felt that they might be
ported. It is not possible for us ordinarily to go to the places
where the soldiers are kept. They are also taught to regard us
not as then- countrymen. Unlike any other country in the world,
there is absolutely no correspondence between them and the
ordinary civil population. This I give as my evidence before this
Committee as a man who has endeavoured to come into touch
with every part of Indian life, with all those with whom it was
possible for me to come into touch and this is not my own per-
sonal experience alone, but it is the experience of hundreds and
thousands of Congressmen that there is an absolute wall between
them and us.

I am therefore quite aware that it is a tremendous thing for us
at once to shoulder that responsibility and to have control of this
Army, say, less the British soldiers. That is our unfortunate, un-
happy position, created for us, I am sorry to have to say, by our
rulers.

Then there is the British section of the Indian Army. What
is the purpose of this British Army? Every Indian child knows
that that British Army is there, including the Indian Army, for
the defence of British interests and for avoiding or resisting foreign
aggression. I am sorry to have to make these remarks, but that is
precisely what I have learned and have experienced, and it
would be unjust even to my British friends if I did not give ex-
pression to the truth as I have given it and as I hold it. Thirdly,
it is an Army intended to suppress rebellion against constituted
authority.

These, then, are the main functions of that Army, and hence
it does not surprise me that Englishmen should take the view they
do. If I were an Englishman, and had also the ambition to rule
another nation, I would do precisely the same thing. I would
take hold of Indians and train them as soldiers, and I would
train them to be loyal to me, so loyal that they would, at my
command, shoot anybody I desired them to shoot. Who was it
that shot people at Jallianwala Bagh, if it was not their own
countrymen? It is therefore not a matter of surprise to me, but
it is a fact which stares me in the face.

The existence of the British troops there is also intended to
serve this very purpose; it holds the balance between these diff-
erent Indian soldiers evenly. It undoubtedly protects, as it must3
the British officers, and it protects British lives. Again I do not
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